2009 in Review

Our 2008 fundraising campaign kicked off with the successful Nov. 19 gala and before year’s end, we raised $50,000.  In 2009 we put that money to good use and made a significant difference in the lives of many survivors.  Following is a description of how we did that.  
Livestock for Widows

Many women were left with no source of income when their husbands were killed during the genocide.  INSPIRE!africa has been providing Livestock to Widows; cows and goats, so these widows will have a sustainable income and a means to provide for their families and other orphans they may care for in their community.  

In 2009 we purchased 263 goats for the survivors of Kabuga, a community just outside the capital, Kigali.  We also received enough money for 4 cows and they were delivered to the community of Kamonyi.  It is said in Rwandan culture that to receive a cow is a sign of deep friendship and a cow with a name will produce more milk. A cow naming ceremony has held for these cows in summer 2009 and most of the community members attended.  

The name of one cow is IMARAGAHINDA which means: brings comfort and takes away grief.  The widow who received this cow was raped during the genocide and infected with HIV/AIDS.  She has 3 children which she cares for.  She says she is very grateful for the cow because it gives her milk and manure for the fields she tends.  She says the cow has become her friend and she talks with her day and night, especially when the children are at school.
Ntarama Community Centre and Medical Clinic 

In our first year, INSPIRE!africa contributed to the construction of the Ntarama Community Centre and Medical Clinic which supports a community of about 30,000 with a high concentration of survivors.  In 2008 when our group of 8 volunteers went to Rwanda, we participated in the unveiling of the cornerstone of these buildings.    

In 2009 the majority of the donations we received went to stock the medical clinic with equipment it needed to open.  The staff has been trained and the clinic is now accepting patients. They no longer have to walk for more than an hour to get basic medical care. 

Thanks to one of our generous supporters we supplied the clinic with a spectrophotometer and haematology apparatus.  These 2 machines are very expensive but critical pieces of equipment since they test for HIV/AIDS and other diseases.  

The Learning Centre in Kigali 

The third initiative which we support is the Learning Centre located in Kigali.  At the Learning Centre orphans of the genocide have access to free English, computer and business classes.  Many of them became heads of households after the genocide as they were left to care for their younger siblings and other orphans.  As a result, they missed out on an education.  

When our group went to Rwanda in 2008, we taught English to the 40 students attending the Learning Centre at that time.  In 2009, the Learning Centre more than doubled in size and now provides classes to 100 orphan students in 2 classrooms.  

With this growth, teachers at the Learning Centre are faced with various levels of classes and students learning at different rates. In response, a few dedicated INSPIRE!africa supporters created a curriculum for the teachers which assists them with lessons and exercises in reading, speaking, listening and writing English. Students at the Learning Centre have also been introduced to novel studies so they can apply their English language skills in a book club setting.

An INSPIRE!africa supporter donated money for enough desks and chairs to stock one classroom.  Now the students do not have to balance their note books on their laps.  In early 2009 the Learning Centre received the chairs and the students were thrilled.  

In addition, some of our donors are sponsoring 6 of the Learning Center’s most promising students to complete their secondary or university education in Rwanda.  We are very proud of these students, all of whom we met in July 2008.  They were selected because they are bright, motivated young adults with leadership qualities, and have a strong desire to succeed and to be role models for others.  They are registered in programs that range from law and business to hotel and restaurant management.

As the school year starts in January and ends in November, these 6 students have just finished their exams for year 1.  All have successfully completed their first year and will be returning in January.  The sponsors are in regular e-mail contact with them so they can provide encouragement and support which would normally come from a parent.    

INSPIRE!africa board member Rebecca Tinsley who lives in the UK recently shared the story about a conversation with her friend Phillip, who had recently returned from working in Rwanda. While in Rwanda, he was traveling on a local bus and got into conversation with the young man sitting next to him who spoke excellent English. His name was Joseph.  When Philip complimented him on his English, Joseph said proudly;

"I am learning English at the Learning Centre in Kigali and I am being sponsored by the most wonderful people in Canada.  They have changed my life. Now anything is possible for me."  

Joseph is one of the 6 students we sponsor.
Financial Statement: to follow
